
judiciary deliberation and impartialityTHE CHRONICLE "outs" againstthe"ins,"appeartohaveExamination Jokes. Our friend.
Echo, contributed to our last issue some

MRS. BEAUXOJiT'S FUXERAL.

We have this week to record the ob 1 ilBi
in tue position of an enemy rather
than a friend. The Enquirer i very
fond of predicting the defeat of the
party in case Mr. Allen ia not made its
tandard bearer with a legal tender plat-

form, and predicts it evidently in the
spirit of those prophets who work hard

his fence for the one side or the other.
But on which side? Pig, or pup?
On solid ground " or in the wal- -'

low ? For he has represented him-
self as belonging to both sides. - He
belongs to that luminious class that
wont repudiate, and wont pay 1 To be
compelled by the cruel sequence of
events to come to some decision, and
to proclaim it, perplexes him to mad-nes- B.

He fries inside his skin. Any
road that would infallibly lead to office,
is his road. But which ? To which
of his two sweethearts to whom he has
plighted his trath will this lover be
true? He only sings:

How happy could I be with either,
Were 'tother dear charmer away I

: But the choice must be made. The
time is coming yea, it is now here
when men, seeking office, must define
their positions on State credit. But
why falter for a moment? How can a
manly man hesitate ?

Why linger "4n the marge of the
bright, clear pool, fearful of the purify-
ing waters. : Plunge in, head-firs- t.

TBI IMIIK 'ffl Ml !

SO ARE THE IERCHAWST

Look at These Prices !

BEST GAUCOESt
Choice Styles, Cents.

GOOD CALICOES !
Good Styles, 5 Cents.

A Better Article of

Than Lonsdale, yard

"We now offer the Greatest Bargains in

Brown Domestics
That we have sold

We offer the

"King of Shirts, No. 2,"

At $1

We offer Gent's

limited their choice to Blame and
Bristow as a double team at their late
election of delegates to the State Con
vention. I here was no avowed differ-
ence of opinion, aod yet the strife was
as bitter for leadership as at any period
in the history of the party, the records
of aspirants being overhauled with-
out mercy and much crimination and
recrimination indulged in. The Bal-
timore American advocated the selec-
tion of its owner, C. C. Fulton, and of
the late collector of the port of Balti-
more, John L. Thomas, as delegates
at large to Cincinnati ; while the other
side supported Washington Booth, the
present Collector of the Port. The
Fulton party was successful, on the
singular ground 'Of representing the

element of the par-
ty. During Grant's first term this
faction held all the offices, and they
are only fighting to get back. Their
success is regarded by the other side
as a notice to quit under Blaine,
should he be. elected ; a feeling not
conducive to earnest action in the
cause. A' singular occurrence took
place at the Convention, namely the
reading of a .

PRIVATE LETTER FROM MR. BLAINE

to Mr. Thomas, in which th former
stated that "a pronounced expression
from Maryland in his favor would at
this time, be gratefully received."
This was read as an argument in favor
of instructing the delegates for Blaine,
and clinched the matter at once ; but
the fact is commented upon as an in-
discretion on Blaine's part, and a
gross breach of taste aud confidence
on Thomas's part. Mr. Blaine can
hardly be blamed for expressing such
a wish in a private letter to a f'tiend
who tells him everybody is for him,
and the onlv question is whether the
delegates shall go instructed or other
wise ; but what sort of opinion must it
give them of the discretion of Blaine's
friends. Yet these are sample bricks
of the average politician. Politicians
cannot rely upon each other, even in
matters ot discretion when friendly :

while so low is their morality and
sense of honor, that there is no limit
to these betrayals of confidence after
they cease to be of use to each other.
And that is why the Committees of
Congress are kept so busy that Re-
publicans may unbosom themselves
against each other. It is a pitiable
spectacle, and makes us nearly wish
for the recognition of the old adage of

Honor among thieves.

REP0UT OF TIIE CONDITION
- OF

TIIE FIRST NATIONAL BANK
OF CLARKSVILLE, TENNESSEE,

At the close of Business on the 12th day of
; i May; 1870. .

RESOURCES :

Loans and Discounts. .... (f 144.3C9 47
V. S. Bonds to secure circulation. 100,lK) M0

Other stocks, bonds& mortgages... 6(A) 00
iteuemption fund with Treasurer. .

Of U. S . 4,500 00
nanKinir no use ... 7,17' 70
Other Real Estate 4,72 10
Furniture and Fixtures....... &I7 u)
Premiums Pitln 11,0(10 00
Current Expenses 1,707 38
Due from U. 8. Treas'r other thanRedemption ffnnil "1,000 00

CASH MEANS.
Due from redeeming and

reserve agents 822,080 74
Due from National Banks 1,151 15
Due from Htute Banks &

Bankers 394 00
Bills of National Banks 0,1 00
Fractional currency.. V01 M
Specie . 14.1 00 '

Legal Tender .Notes 20,815 00 $o0,794 05

Total.. ..8320,480 30

liabilities:
Capital Stock (paid In) .S100.000 00
Surplus Fund .... . 20,000 00
Other undivided profits . 11.171 4.1

Circulation.. . . 90,000 00
Dividends unpaid 000 00
Individual Deposits subject to

check 87,629 87
Time Certiflcates of Deposit... . 17,121 211

Due to other National Bunks.... . SOS 77

Total ; .........S326,4S9 30
I, W. P. Hume, Cashier of The FirstNational Bank of Clarksville, Tenn., do

solemnly swear that the above statement
is true, to the best of my knowledge and
belief. W. P. HUME, Cashier.

Correct Attest :

H. F. Beaumont, ")

B. W. MACBAE, .Director.
. c. kropp. y

, Statu or Tennessee, "
County of Montgomery, J

Sworn to and subscribed before me this
18th day of May, 1876.

J. H. Johnson. Notary Public.
May 20, 18T6-l- t.

COMMISSIONER'S SALE
OF THE

FRANKLIN HOUSE,
AT

Clarksville, Tennessee.
C. M. Barker vs. T. D. Scott.

In pursuance of a decree tif the County
Court of Montgomery County, Tenn.. made
Rt the May Term 1876, 1 will offer for sale
to the highest bidder at the l.'ourt house
door, on

Saturday, June 10, 1S7C,
the property situated on Franklin street
and public square in Clarksville. known
as the Franklin House, and now occupied
by Bringhurst A Co., as a hotel. Hold for
division. '

Teums : S2o0 cash : balance In 6. 12. 18 and
24 months. Notes with good security re-
quired and a lien retained for the purchase
money.

PETEIt ONEAL, Clerk A Com.
May 20, IWtMw ad. and bills tf9 60. .

COMMISSIONER'S SALE
OF

Valuable Iand.
J. W. Smith etals vs. Nathan Hester etals

Pursuant to a decree of the Count r Court
of Montgomery County, made at the May
term, init, i win oner lor sale to the high
est, Diuaer at me court no use uoor inClavltsville, on

- Saturday, June 10,1870.
certain tract of land situated In District t
No. 4 of Montgomery Co., known as lo

No. 8 of the lands of Nathan Hester, Sr.,
dee'd, containing 52 acres, being the same
land bought by J. K. P. Merritt in the for-
mer sale made in this cause. Hold for bal
ance of purchase money

Terms : Cash. No right of redemption
alter connrmauon oi sale.

PKTEK ONEAL, Clerk A Com'r,
May 20, 1870-4- ad. and bills$9 50.

Railroad Line.

TRAISS OOIXO SOUTH.

No. 1 No. 3 No. 5April 30, 1876. Daily. Dally. Daily.

Lv Clarksville.... 6.15 pm 7.47 am
Ar Teun.Kiver... 8.30 U.38 am

Q Jt; .ir. lQ.:t5Paris am
McKenzie.... IO.Ij pin 11.23 am

Lv MeKenzle. 2.15 am
Ar Milan ii'.40 pin 12.10 pin; 3.10ain

Humboldt.... 12.45 pin 3.45 am
Brownsville.. z.nr mil
Memphis...... 6.O0am A Wl I U 'r. ,.v

TRAIN No, 1 connects at MoKenxle with
Nashville dt North-weste- rn KhIIwuv.

THAIN No. 3 connect at Mllun with New
Orleans, ft. Louis Jt Chicago Hallway and
Mobile Ohio Hailroud trains ttoinit south:
ni nieinpuis wiiii mempnis cc j.iiue Jvock
Railway for Little Hock and all points inrexas mm vrsansa.

THAIN No. 5 connects at MeKenzle with
N:wiltvtlle & North-wester- n Hallway, front
Nashville.

TRAINS UOIXU NORTH.

Dr. D. F. VTIIIGHT, Editor.

TERMS l $3.00 I3f ADVANCE.

CLARKSVILLE : : MAY 20. 1876.

JCDICURY ITXOTIOXS OF LEGIS-

LATIVE BODIES.

By the great kindness of our excel-

lent Representative in Congress, the
Hon. John F. House, we are in posses-

sion of the proceedings of the Senate in
regard to the impeachment of Sir.
Belknap down to the 9th inst., on
which day the subject, waa adjourned
to Monday, the 5th. The sabject then
before the Senate waa the competency
of that body to act upon the impeach
ment of a person who is accused of
misconduct while holding office, at a
period after he has ceased to hold
office; those holding the negative
maintaining that impeachment can
only be prosecuted against persons still

. holding office under the government.

If there were no interest attaching to
this question beyond its relation to the
inuocence or guilt of the defendant
(or respondent as he is technically
called in such trials), we should scarce
ly deem a lengthened report of the dis-

cussion demanded in this paper. Mr.
Belknap's guilt is a foregone conclu-
sion both by his own confession and
by the damning exposures of the in-

vestigating committee .of the House,
and nobody cognizant of tin facta
doubts of it on either side. But the
discussion has, we think, an important
bearing on the subject mooted in the
heading of this article the expedi
ency namely of entrusting judiciary
functions to bodies of men elected for
legislative purposes.

It will be well to point out at the
commencement of this investigation,
that both houses of the British Purlin
ment have oi late years been coming
round to adopt the negative response
to this question, and that both the
House of Peers and the House of
Commons have deliberately set to work
at divesting themselves of judiciary
powers hitherto exercised by them,
either on the ground that they were
incompetent to take a dispassionate
and impartial cognizance of the mat
ters before them on account of party
feeliug, or because legislative and ju-

diciary duties so clashed when exer
cised in the same body that both were
impeded by the admixture.

Thus not three years ago the British
House of Commons abdicated its pre-

rogative of deciding the merits of dis-

puted election cases, and a court of
elaborate constitution comprisingsome
of the highest legal talents in England
was established to sit in whatever
county or borough corrupt practices
had been alleged, and so supersede the
House in one ot its prerogatives pre-
viously maintained with such jealousy,
the power, namely, of deciding upon
the qualifications of its own members.
And this it did avowedly because a
dispassionate conclusion could not
then be arrived at upon such questions
amid the excitement and eagerness of
party strife.

Will any one say who scrutinizes
with moderate attention the proceed-
ings in the American Senate and
House of Representatives within the
last few years, that the time has not
arrived when considerations of com-

mon decency demand a similar abdi-

cation of this prerogative on the part
ot both Senate and Representatives in
America? Who will need to be re-

minded of the high handed proceed-
ings which characterized the disputed
election cases in the flush times of
Radicalism before the existence of
a Democratic House imposed some
check upon them ? Who does not re-

member sceiuj: Senator after Senator
and Representative after Representa-
tive sent back to their constituents
with scarcely a pretext beyond that of
their being Democratic in politics?
Nay, even since those times, in the
present session of Congress on the
question of the admission of Pinch-bac- k

to a seat iu the Senate, Mr. Mor-

ton, with an audacity astonishing even
ic him, protested again and again that
this was a political question and that
votes on political, that is party consid-
erations, were exacted; in other words,
Republicans were expected, as Repub-
licans, to vote for his admission. It is
high time for questions like these to
be tried by a tribunal in which party
spirit runs not quite so high.

Hut the British House of Lords
also has now for two sessions been en-

gaged in the attempt to create a spec-

ial courtof revisa 1 to try those questions
of law on which appeals have come up
from the lower courts to the house of
Lords in judicial session. In other
words, the attempt is to abolish what
is called the appellate jurisdiction of
the House of Peers and establish a
purely judiciary court as a substitute.

As we have no parallel to this usage
in the American government we pass
it over, simply remarking that the
grounds of its abolition are chiefly the
obstacle to legislative business, pre-

sented by the necessity of frequently
'issutuing judiciary functions.

We now proceed to the subject of
imjH- - icJuMHt as a function of legisla-
tive bodies in both England and Amer-
ica, and here we would premise that
these allusions to the parallel circum-
stances in the two countries are not only
not irrelevant, they are indispensable;
the provisions in the U. S. Constitu-
tion are rudimentary in the extreme,
being silent altogether on all details
of procedure, aud so far as they go
sire all founded upon the usages at
force in Great Britain at the time they
were adopted : So much so that, in
both the impeachment cases which
have arisen in our time, the jurists in
arguing the cases depended exclusive-
ly upon English precedents for their
elucidation. In short, impeachment
is not J Jined in the U. S. Constitution

in the trials placed before them, we
propose to throw what light we can
upon it by a brief allusion to two im-

peachments cases in each country in
England to the impeachment of the
Earl of Strafford in the reign -- of
Charles I and that of Warren Hastings
in that of George III.

Men reading the impeachment of
Strafford are impressed with the idea,
not so much of a solemn and majestic
court of justice with its careful and
pains-takin- g scrutiny of evidence and
exposition of law, as of a body of ex-

asperated men who have at last got
their enemy in their power, and are
flying at his throat like wolf-houn-

at the burglar of the eheepfold : the
only question in doubt is, not whether
the court will acquit or eouvict for
conviction is a foregone conclusion, the
only question in doubt is whether the
king will interpose his prerogative to
save his favorite or leave him to the
tender mercies of his enemies. The
result we all know; Charles Stuart
thought more of his own safety than
that of his friend and minister, and
the proud head of Strafford bowed
upon the block.

We come now to the trial of War-
ren Hastings for oppression and extor-
tion in his office i Cover nor of India.
We invite our readers who may be in
terested to hunt up an old volume of
Macaulay's miscellanies and reperuse
the gorgeous description of this trial.
They will thank us for the advice if
they take it, for all English literature
does not contain a more magnificent
description. What then ia the scene
disclosed to ns by the magical descrip
tion of the great essayist ? A court of
justice ? no, indeed ! A first-clas- s

debate in the House of Commons on
on what is called a cabinet question. A
debate which is to result in fixing an
administration in power or unseating
it; and cabinet ministers on the one
sido and chiefs of the opposition on
the other join fiercely in the melee,
flashes of eloquence and passion at
the white heat, fierce denunciation and
bitter sarcasm, keen logic and scornful
sarcasm are all there ; but where the
painful analysis and conscientious
reserve of judgment and profound
thought and earnest solicitude which
characterize the solemn deliberations
of a court of justice ? Why, the very
supposition of such a treatment would
have been felt by every one present as
discordant with the spirit of the scene.
And the result confirms this reading
of the case, for, when at length judg-
ment had to be given, every tory
marched off on one side of the gang-

way, every whig on the other; every
tory uttering the stately form of

"Not guilty, upon my honor,"
every whig that of conviction "Guilty,
upon my honor."

Now we cross the Atlantic and come
to the impeachment of Andrew John
son before the Senate of the United
States a Senate exasperated by being
so often baffled in policy by the perti
nacious vetoes of the bluff and burly
Tennessean a Senate led by Thad
Stephens and B. F. Butler.

We need to go into no details here.
the cracking of the party lash is still
resounding in our ears, the screaming
denunciations of weak-knee- d Repub-
licans by Stephens, the dog faced inso-

lence of Butler, and above all when
just enough Republicans awakened to
sufficient sense of decency to see the
total absence of either law or evidence
in behalf of an adverse vardict, and to
vote accordingly, saving the Senate
from the scandal of what would have
been one of the most lawless verdicts
in history who does not remember
the rancor with which these men were
denounced as the Judases of their
party and drummed out of the Republi
can camp?

The analysis we intended of the
Belknap impeachment must be reserv
ed for another issue as well as our
comment upon it, sustaining the main
principle sought to be established in
this paper.

We must close the present article
with generally remarking that im
peachment can neyerari.se except when
party feeling is strained to its highest
intensity, and the legislative halls in
which are concentrated all the fiercest
passions arising from the controversy
is the last place in which fairness and
impartiality can be looked for.

The adjournment to another issue of
the consideration of the Belknaptrial
is the less to be regretted as we shall
then probably be in possession of the
whole proceedings.

A FRIEND who takes and reads the
Cincinnati Enquirer frequently hands
us a copy, with the apparent idea that
the Democrats of Tennessee would do
well to accept its teachings. We have
already noticed some of its editorials,
in the spirit of raillery however, rath
er than that of serious consideration;
perhaps we had better give in plain,
sober earnest our reasons for declining
to make it our guide, and then have
done with the subject. The Enquirer
is not, we imagine, very extensively
taken in Clarksville, and we ha ve much
more important matter before us than
the examination ot its editorials.

The Enquirer has before it two pur
poses, to the forwarding of which it
seems intensely devoted these are the
nomination of Mr. Allen as the Dem
ocratic candidate, and the enforcing of
a large additional issue ot legal tender
paper currency as a circulating medi
um.

Now we see no objection to any jour
nal's avowing its preference for an in
dividual statesman as his favorite can
didate ; we have already made known
our own preference for Mr. Tilden.
But if this is done with such a perti-
nacity and such a systematic dispar-
agement of all other candidates, as to
evince that the allegiance ot its editor
to the party is far subordinate to his
advocacy of the individual, then the
conduct may be conscientious, it cer
tainly is not democratic. The great
movement which is now rapidly gain
ing strength in all parts of the nation
against the rapacity and corruption of
the party now in power, against its rabid
and vindictive hatred of the South,
against its profligate disregard of law
and of all State and individual rights

this vast movement we say cannot
be tacked to the skirts of any individ-
ual, and the mere fact of Mr. Allen's
allowing his organs to adopt so pre-
sumptuous course has no other in-
fluence on us than to excite in us a
strong prejudication against hia noini-Eatio- o.

The man whose claims are
t vvh pueh indecent disregard
l ( t . -- ix, and especially such

' - Ltoresta of th par- -'

- f 1 ii s, stultifies
' 4 . :i .. , : j i i,ees Limselt

sequies of Mbs. Sarah G. Beaumont,
relict of the late Henry F. Beau
mont, which took place on Tuesday,
the 16th inst. Objecting as we do to
long obituary notices as a general prac-
tice, we deem Mrs. Beaumont to have
been in such a degree associated with
the history of Clarksville that the bare
announcement of her departure with-

out comment would be inadmissible.
Mrs. Beaumont was the widow of a

man whose career is of historical in-

terest. He was the first man who was
engaged in the business of handling
tobacco in Clarksville and to say this
is to say that he founded here that de-

partment of business upon which the
existence of Clarksville as a commer-
cial city depends. In this business he
was engaged for over thirty years, and
the integrity and success with which
he pursued it was such that he enjoyed
the confidence of those with whom he
did business in a degree which would
be incredible in the present day, many
men sending him in their tobacco and
pork unpacked, unweighed, unpriced,
and receiving his statement of the bal-

ance due them when they come to town
without further question, and with
perfect satisfaction. He was also well
known not only as a zealous supporter
of the Methodist church but a local
preacher always ready to plead the
cause of that religion which he be-

lieved with a faith so earnest and de-

voted.
i It was in 1830 that he married the
lady who is the subject of this memoir,
then Miss S. G. Anderson. The mar-

riage was celebrated in Lynchburg, Vir-

ginia. She had eight years before de-

voted herself to a christian life by join-

ing the Methodist Episcopal church.
The two became one ia the highest and
holiest sense of the word, one in Christ,
a sacred bond of union which we can
only contemplate in reverential silence;
perhaps man never found meeter help
in woman. They became the parents
of a very numerous family, some of
whom are now living among us as val-

ued citizens, some have preceded their
mother in death, and three of the no-

blest sons gave their lives to the cause
of their country in the late civil war.
Mr. Beaumont died ;ust about the
close of the late civil war.

Mas. Beaumont died of paralysis,
on Sunday , afternoon, the 14th inst.
The seat of the disease, as is well
known is in the brain, if that can be
called disease which is limply the con-
dition in which the biain, finding its
work done, ceases labr, and recog-

nises the fact that its day of rest is
come. She was a Christian of that
beautiful type which ii so often met
with among the older Methodists, a
character formed while the echoes of
the eloquence of Wesley and Fletcher
had scarcely yet become silent. Her
religion was of that deep-seate- d and
unobtrusive type which makes it-

self known by imperceptibly diffus-

ing around itself an atmosphere of
peace and love and purity. She died
in the full assuranceof that faith which
was her guide and sapport through a
long and useful life. '

Her funeral was attended by a very
large assemblage of the citizens of
Clarksville of all denominations, the
numerous relatives of the family form-

ing in themselves quite a congregation.
These first met in the Methodist
church filling that building to its ut-

most capacity. The Rev. Mr. Brown
read impressively the funeral service so
wisely retained by the Methodists as a
reminiscence of their connex'on with
the church of England and (hen de-

livered an impressive discourse. He
was followed by Elder Burr wlo gave
some interesting particulars relating to
the life and character of Mrs. IcAU-mon- t,

with whom he was intimately ac-

quainted. The funeral cortege fcen
made its slow and solemn nioveimnt
from the church to the old City grave-

yard in which the Beaumont family owi
probably one of the first allotments
made when the place was consecrated.

The remains were there finally de-

posited among those of her sons and
husband, the deeply solemnized as-

semblage remaining by the grave long
after the prayers were concluded, bid-

ing farewell not only to a departed
friend but to a departing era.

TOBACCO AND ITS I'ROSl'ECTS.

Editors Chronicle : It seems that
the fable of the shepherd and the
wolf has been fully verified, this sea-

son, in regard to plants. The cry of
no plants has been practiced so often
heretofore, from the smallest pretext,
that it is not at all strange that the
cry this season should be discredited,
especially by those whose interest it is
not to have the truth of the assertion
exist. We are unable to foretell the
final result of the present wholesale
cry of wolf, but we are fully advised
of the fact that the season for plant-
ing has now arrived, and the following
counties are.destitute of plants : Mont-
gomery, Christian, Todd, Logau, Rob-

ertson and all the counties bordering
the uppf Cumberland. The reports
are from Southern
Kentucky and West Tennessee. We
said destitute of plants this should
be qualified by saying that there are
very many beds which have plants
coming up and some already up. These
plants, with very favorable weather,
will do to plant in July. But there is

no assurance of a crop planted after
the 20th of June. However, a very
late fall would enable pla nters to make
tobacco planted alter that time, but
the chances are always against plant-

ing after the 20th. J If we get a half
crop iu the above yiauied counties,
even with seasons to euit, it will be as

much as we can reasonably expect.
Planters would do fell to view the
situation from all its Standpoints, and
especially note the ligjit receipts just
now, the time fixed easier in the sea
son when we were to have our heaviest
receipts.'

The probabilities at present are that
the present crop will fall very far short
of the estimate. This, however, can
be better determined fifteen days

hence. We would further urge the
necessity of putting out every pant
possible aud cultivate to the besad-vantag- e,

as the prospect is .goodf for
exceedingly high prices another sejson.

Observer.
May 15, 1S76.

The heart and soul of the Rich-

mond Enquirer are with the Centen-

nial - "How can good people, whatever
their previous prejudices againsteach
other, come together, converse togeth-

er, and know one another in their
best holiday mood and temper, ith- -

. --..;nT tn better understand nsr.

and unlearning much of their former

capital illustrations of the beauties of
college examinations. We give some
now, culled from the records of the
older universities across the Atlantic.

Latin class examined in Ovid's Met-
amorphoses. : Coctilibus muris cincit
Semiramis urlem. .

"Translate it literally."
"Semiramis surrounded the city with
with"
"Well sir, coctilibus muris, you must

know that."
"Yes sir, give me time coctilibus

muris,, with cocktailed mice."
Mathematical class in trigonometry:

"As an angle increases does its cos-
ine increase or decrease ?"

"I believe, sir, it increases, 1 mean
decreases, no give me time."

"That's right, don't speak without
thought."

"Well sir, it in de I believe it
creases." '

Class in geology : "Define the Nep-
tunian and Plutonian theories."

"Neptune was a great geologist who
believed that the world was to be de
stroyed by water. Pluto was another,
who thought it would be burned by
fire."

We do not answer for the historical
truth of these specimens, except the
last ; it occurred in an institution in
which we ourselves held a chair, we
were not professor of geology, however.

At the recent meeting of the Grand
Commandery of Knights Templar, in
Murfreesboro, the following Grand
Officers were elected i

R. E. Sir W. R. Butler, Grand Com
mauder, Murfreesboro.

Sir E. R. T. Worsham, G. D. G. C,
luempnis.

Sir W. F. Foster, G. G., Nashville
Sir A. B. Jones. G. 0. G.. Jackson
Sir Rev. George White, G. P., Mem

phis.
Sir B.R. Gwynn.G. S. W.. Lebanon
Sir W. D. Ro bison, G. J. W., Mur--

treesboro.
Sir N. S. Woodward, Grand Treasur

er. Knoxville.
Sir M. B. Howell, Grand Recorder,

JNashviIIe.
Sir W.S. Welcher, G. S. B., Loudon.
fcir liarry Wilcox, U. E. ii:, Chatta

nooga.
Sir R. A. Mitchell, G. W., Pulaski.
Sir Geo. Seiferle, G. S., Nashville..
The delegates from this place speak

in the highest terms of the generous
and hospitable citizens of Murfrees
boro.

The" next meeting of the Grand
Commandery will be held in Memphis,

OUR WASHINGTON LETTER.

Wa&Jiington, D. C, May 11, 1876

GRANT'S CENTENNIAL SPEECH.

People have frequently expressed
the belief, whenever our soldier Pres-
ident has issued State papers, that
they were written for him by some of
his Cabinet officers. When he deliv
ered the longest speech of his life
the one read by him at the feoldier s
Convention at Des Moines it was
generally believed that its real author
was BishoD Simpson, of the Metho
dist Episcopal Church. Be this as it
may, there is no doubting the author-
ship of his little five and ten line
speeches made in response to seren
ades, and the addresses of Mayors and
other officials on his various junket-
ing tours about the country. These
are unmistakably his own, for there is
an awkwardness ot diction and a bold
defiance of the rules governing the
construction of the "Queen's English"
marking them all, of which ouue of
his constitutional advisers, except,
perhaps, old Zach Chandler, could
possibly be guilty. On a par with
these was his speech at the opening
ot the Centennial .exhibition on
Wednesday last. It is a model of
awkwardness. Nevertheless, the as-
sembled thousands, including the
Brazilian Emperor, threw up their
hats and shouted long and loud over
the President's ungrammatical utteran-
ces. It is safe to say that no one but
the man who endeavored to disprove
the proposition, "The pen is mightier
than the sword," will ever claim the
authorship of the President's Centen-
nial address.
CONGRESS OUTWITTED BY MURTAGH.

Murtagh, the proprietor of the
National Republican, the "home or-
gan" of the Administration, by the
exercise of the shrewdness he confes-
sedly possesses in securing government
pip to keep his fulsome sheet in exis-
tence, has at last secured the printing
of the District tax list, although, it was
evkiently the intention of Congress to
have the work done at the Govern-
ment Printing Office. A bill direct-
ing it to be done there passed the
House last week ; but unfortunately,
did not rech the Senate in time for
action before Congress adjourned to
attend the Centennial, fortunately
for Murtagh, however, he was already
in possession of the "copy." The
contract having previously been award-
ed him by the District Commissioners,
and knowing that the Senate would
concur in" the action of the House, he
at once set at work a large force of
extra employees, and the result is that
the tax list was printed and sent out
with tne Republican for the first time
on the 10th inst. There will now, of
course, be no necessity for further ac-

tion oa the House bill, as the printing
of the list is an accomplished fact.
Mr. Murtagh will consequently come
in for the nice little sum of $20,000 or
thereabouts from the District

Last year he charged $06,000
for dring the same work, but received
only $50,000. He thereupon brought
suit to recover the remaining $4G,000,
claiming that $50,000 did not compen-
sate him for the job. This year he
was anxious to do the same work for
$20,000, and will undoubtedly make a
handsome profit even at that figure.
I omitted to say that, in such hot
kaste was Murtagh to complete the
printing of the list before the Senate
sould act upon the House Bill, that
n his paper of the 10th inst., he boasts

3f his enterprise, and states that so
continuously did the compositors work
that some of them "dropped from
their frames, simply exhausted from
fatigue." Congress was certainly out-
witted by the Organ Grinder this time.

POLITICAL.

General Butler has been interviewed
on the subject of the Republican nom-
ination for the Presidency and ex-

presses himself favorable to Morton
first and Conkling second, and believes
the chances of the former better for
the nomination than those of any other
caudidate yet spoken of. He fears
that the state of Morton's health may
be an impediment, but that this should
only render the convention more care-
ful in selecting the Vice President.
He thinks Conkling would certainly
carry New York ; a consideration
which in the present state of parties
gives his an great weight. There
is an apparent uurmony between, tue
supporters of these two aspirants which
bodes no good to Blaine, who leads
the race, so far, in the delegations
elected. It is evident that he will be
the object of continued attack from
the Mortem and Conkling forces, who
will unite with all other opposing ele- -

.uicuio ucai uiiu. xutier inmKs me
nominee will be Morton. Conkling, or
the Great Unknown. He does not re-
gard the chances of either of the other
Republican candidates now so promi-
nently spoken of as worthy of consid-
eration.
BLAINE IN TTJS MARTLANJl CONVEN-

TION.

The Maryland Republicans, who
manage to be always engaged in little
fractional quarrels, or struggles of the

to fulfill their own predictions. Now
we have never concealed from our-
selves that the election of a Demo-
cratic president is in any case, going to
be a matter of immense difficulty and
whatever may be the extent of the
Enquirer's influence, be it great or
small, we should consider it a serious
mifortane to see it exerted against the
party; but even if we were convinced
that its opposition would ensure our
defeat, we would still ' boldly avow,
that, devoted as we are to Democracy,
there are some things which we would
looknpon as worse than its defeat, and
one of them is the proposal to cast it
down, bound hand and foot, before
one.'man who presumptuously claims to
rule the party and, in default of that,
unmistakably holds out tn terrorem
hia power to ruin it. This is not De-

mocracy either in an individual or in a
journal

We firmly believe that the Conven- - i
tion at St. Louis will nominate a good
marwith a sound platform to which all
honest Democrats can subscribe, and
are fixed in our purpose to support
both nominee and platform, holding
as an enemy rather than a friend him
who says by implication "nominate lay
man or you will have me against you."

As for the currency question, we ab-

solutely refuse at this stage of publio
affairs to discuss it. Matiers of finance
and currency ought never to be treated
on the stump; the principles on which
they depend are so abstruse, the tissue
of remote consequences to which all
fiscal theories lead are so complicated
and recondite that they can never be
adequately discussed in a promiscuous
publio meeting and therefore they
should never be-- made campaign ques-

tions. Mr. Gladstone tried it at the
last great general election in England
and had strong reason to repent it. He
put forward a scheme for reducing the
income tax by applying to this purpose
an anticipated surplus in the rev-

enue. When Parliament met it was
found that there was no surplus to dis-

pose of as the opposition had predicted
it was also found that Mr. Gladstone

had sustained a crushing defeat, which
those best able to judge attributed in
a great degree to his false tactics in
this respect. Can Ohio and the En-

quirer remember no similiar defeat
from a similar cause?

One more point on this head and we
have done. The Enquirer must have
been satisfied by the result of his ef-

forts last year that this question can
never by any possibility be forced on
the Democratic party at large; if there-
fore he really desires the success of
that party, what possible object can he
propose to himself by agitating it?

There is one other point on which we
are at issue with the Enquirer. While
he consents to and even solicits the ac-

cession of Southern Democrats to the
Convention he thinks that they ought
to have no opinion of their own when
they get there, but content themselves
with submissively subscribing to what-
ever the Northern Delegates may pro-

pose. He holds out the idea that the
Northern Democrats suffered severely
in the loss of office and consideration
by the secession of the Southern De-

mocracy during the war and that grat-
itude demands that the South when
again admitted should take a back
seat and be but little seen or heard
except when they vote aye.

To u3 this sounds much more like
Radical than Democratic talk. It is
the very principle of Radicalism that
the South is to be treated as a conquer-
ed country and not as a constituent
portion of the Union, but we supposed
the Democracy to hold a doctrine
more charitable and philosophical. In
any case this is our plain answer. It
is for the rest of the Democracy to say
whether they want the South in its
councils; it is for us to say that we go

as equals or not at all.
But Democracy is one thing, the

Cincinnati Enquirer is another; we fear
no such churlish rebuffs from the true
Democracy.

Thk way of the political transgres-

sor is hard. He has tried to obtain
office by assuring the people that civil
government could be supported byjust
enough taxation to pay his per diem or
salary; and as to the debts contracted
by the people, due, overdue, and to
become due, why they would take care
of themselves.

But the peo Ie of Tennessee are an
honest people. The State has ever
been an honest State. She has ever
stood robed in unsoiled garments, a
Queen among her sister States, second
to none in unselfish patriotism, in pub-li- e

integrity, in official capacity and
achievements in the field, in the na-

tional forum, or in the administration
of the highest office in the gift of the
whole people. She cannot, she will
not, blot a single page in the bright
record of her history. And the trans-
gressor begins to sec it. This tribe
are sitting disconsolate on the fence
to-da- y, looking at the mire and unclean
loblolly on the repudiation side, and
anon turning to the clean, smooth road
on the other, in which our fathers
walked in all honor leaving to us of
this generation a good and illustrious
name, a State decorated with honors,
to enjoy and preserve. And yet to-

day when her ancient glories and fu-

ture fame and prosperity are at stake,
aspirants for official trusts sit silent
on the fence. The honorable excep-
tions are so conspicuous, that it is un-

necessary to name them; and then we
hare a few, select and precious, who
have found on the muddy side of the
fence the place where they rightfully
belong. To them, dirt is congenial
and healthyand they find the most
delightful of baths in the yellow slush
of a repudiation wallow. With these
exceptions such aspiring candidates as
have heretofore sought to discredit the
State securities, sit silent bnt not mo-

tionless, on the fence, perplexed iu the
extreme.

The reader has doubtless, often ob-

served a venerable buzzard, perched
upon the fence with expanded wings
preparatory to a jump, awkardly turn
ing from one side to the other; but if
the obscene bird could be seen sur-
veying with his bleared eye a cholera--

killed porker on the one side,
and a freshly dressed mutton on the
other sid of his perch, then the un-

clean bird's gyrations wonld give soma
faint idea of the about-faeing- s, the
twistings and wrigglings of the fence
politician, who has at last realized the
perplexing necessity that he must leave
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The shock to the manly animal is but
for a moment, and the glow of the re
action will cast out all fear. Who can
seek to represent u dishonest constit
uency, to be the actual representative
of public dishonor, the elected servant
of a disgraced county or State, the
selected agent of the opprobrium of
his people4 the mouth-piec- e of its re-

proach, and shame, and ignominy?
The man who can accept such a post
tion has taken a final farewell of all
the ennobling virtues.

But the man that won't pay and won't
repudiate still lingers in painful sus-

pense :

"He can and h can't
He will and he won't
He'll be damned if he does
He'll be damned if be don't !"

He is the Bunsbv of politicians
"My name's Jack BonsbyL And
what I says I stands to. Whereby,
why not. If so what odds? Can any
man say otherwise ? . No. Do I go
for State credit? Mayhap. Do I
say so? Which? The bearings of
this observation lies in the application
on it."

Stopping Investigation.
We clip the following from the

New York Sun :

The Senate, the Administration, and theRing courts at Washington have all com-
bined to thwart .and to defeat further in-
vestigation into the frauds and corruption
which have thus far astounded the coun-
try. The Republican leaders perceive that
if the exposures continue to be made as
they have begun, defeat at the Presiden-
tial election is certain. They know how
much is yet concealed, and they dread theconsequences that must follow new proofs
of an organized system of robbery andrascality such as has already been found
in alinost every branch of the public ser-
vice.

It would be impolitic, and in the presenttemper of the public mind, perhaps dan-gerous to oppose Investigation openly, as
that would be nearly equal to a confession
of guilt. Hence the leaders have proceeded
insidiously to effect their object and to tie
the bands of the people's representativesby artful expedients. They have caucused
and sought to do by indirect means whatthey would not dare to attempt directly.

Alter tiie flight of Harsh to Canada.itbecame evident that unless witnesses were
properly protected, investigation would be
checked, and in fact, be made dependent
upon voluutary testimony. A bill was
therefore passed by the House to extendimmunity for the purpose of obtaining
evidence of frauds on the Government, andexposing the corrupt complicity of offic-
ials. The Senate has stifled that bill audthus given its protection to Rings and rob-
bers.

Under the power of the House to call forpersons and papers.no question has beenheretofore raised about producing origi-
nals from the departmental flies in aid ofinvestigation. In many cases they are in-dispensable lor that object, since copies
would furnish no clue to a variety of fraudsthat have been perpetrated. Recent ex-
perience has shown that many of thelarge claims passed through the Treasury
and the Pension Office were supported byrr.ed papers. The President has now lshaedati order forbidding originals to be
delivered to the House. This ishis method
of obstructing inquiry and shielding for-
gers and conspirators from detection and
punishment.

The House ot Representatives ordered
Hamlett Kilbourn, one of the most noto-
rious ot the Ring jobbers at Washington,
into custody for refusing to answer ques-
tions which would expose the real estate
pool in and out of Congress; and now the
Ring court has released him, In defiance of
the authority of the House to restrain a
witness in contempt.

Thus the.Senate, the Administration, and
the King courts conspire together to con-
ceal the villainies of Urantism, and to pre-
vent the House of Representatives from
uncovering the iniquities which are hid-
den in the books and records of the public
departments, it remains to be seen how
far the House will submit to these assaults.
The contest is between the people seeking
honest government and an account of
their money derived from grinding taxa-
tion, and a corrupt Administration and
its tools and confederates, striving to
throttle inquiry and to hold on to their
plunder.

So far the Sun. And now the Sen-
ate is doing its best to get the impeach-
ment of Belknap sinotherered and to
hand him down to the local courts of
Washington, to be whitewashed under
the auspices of Boss Shepherd, and
the Washington Republican and the
Chicago Inter-Ocea- n are fondling one
another with obscene ecstacies and
exulting that investigation has got its
final check, and we think probabably
they are right. The laborious duty
which the House ot Representatives
has long been performing, was never
an attractive one, and with the Presi-
dent thwarting them in one direction
and the Senate in another and the
rings in still another, it will not be
surprising if they retire from the duty,
always a repulsive one, of exploring
official corruption. We cannot blame
them. They have succeeded in tear-
ing open several wide rifts in the
thick curtain which is now veiling
official corruption, and the nation is
able to form its own conception of the
sweltering mass Btill unexposed.
They rest from their labors, and we
can only pray God grant that the day
of retribution be nigh.

The news from Turkey is ominous,
the Mahomruedan fanatics in Salonika,
(the Thessalonica of the New Testa-
ment) not content with their repeated
outrages on native Christians, have
murdered the French and German
Consuls in that city. The Turkish
Empire in Europe has long maintained
its existence rather by the forbearance
and even help of European powers,
than by its own strength. Among these
the disposition to help her has of late
become much feebler than formerly.
Russia and Austria are believed, even
now, to be only waiting for the culmi-

nation of her embarrassments, and
Germany to be the conservative force
which is holding them in check. And
now the fanatical fury of a Turkish
mob has committed a tragical outrage
upon the public officers of that very
power on which men's hopes of keep-

ing the peace depended.
The government at Constantinople

has long been feeble, distracted, big-

oted, bankrupt, and now the insanity
of religious intolerance is added to
her other maladies.

Quern Dcm vultperdcre prityt demcn-ta- t.

We yet expect to live long enough
to see European Turkey north of
the Balkan mountains divided between
Russia and Austria, and the southern
portion added to the kingdom of
0 reece

The Atlanta Constitution says the
prospect is that Georgia will not send
many visitors to the Centennial,
people being too sensible to spend
money unnecessarily in these hard
times,
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Very Respectfully,

at all; its existence as a usage is as-

sumed aud enactments are simply laid
down defining who are the persons lia-

ble to impeachment, who the lawful
prosecuto-- s, and what the tribunal
authorised to pronounce upon it ; so

that, to determine the principles of
procedure, the jurists are necessari-

ly thrown back on English precedents.
In England the prosecuting party is

the House of Commons, in America

the House of Representatives; in Eng-

land the judicial tribunal is the Housa

of Lords, in Anieriea-tb- e Senate, and

iu both countries the subjects of im-

peachment are men in hie'ti I b- - -

station charged with Bulfiarative J"3

office.
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